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OECD Economic Surveys: Costa Rica 2020

Costa Rica’s social and economic progress has been remarkable. Over the last 30 years, 
growth has been steady and GDP per capita has tripled. A strong commitment towards 
trade openness has been key to attract foreign direct investment and move Costa Rica 
up in the global value chain. Costa Rica faces substantial challenges to retain achieved 
successes and to continue converging towards higher living standards. The fiscal situation 
remains a critical vulnerability. Large deficits and rapidly rising public debt threaten Costa 
Rica’s achievements. The fiscal reform approved in December 2018 was an historic step 
to restore fiscal sustainability. Boosting growth is also a key priority, as the gap in GDP per 
capita with advanced economies remains large and unemployment is high. Inequality and 
informality remain also high. Responding successfully to these substantial challenges will 
hinge on buttressing the fiscal framework and implementing reforms to foster inclusive 
growth. Further advances on living standards will hinge on raising productivity by setting 
the right conditions for domestic companies to thrive and maintaining and reinforcing 
the commitment to foreign direct investment and trade. Maintaining the commitment to 
preserving natural resources and biodiversity and with the decarbonisation plan will pay 
off in terms of growth and jobs.
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The coronavirus pandemic has hit the US economy hard. Fiscal and monetary support 
measures were rapidly deployed and there remains space for further policy support, 
if needed. However, with the shuttering of many businesses, unemployment has 
surged and many have left the labour force. Bringing people back into work quickly 
is important as the recession risks leaving behind a long-lasting negative economic 
impact. Occupational licensing and non-compete agreements are impediments to 
moving to new employers. Low-skilled workers and disadvantaged groups tend to be 
particularly affected by these barriers. A further barrier to labour mobility is housing 
market regulation. Reforms are also essential to boost productivity and ensure that 
all have the opportunity to benefit from future growth, especially strictly enforcing 
competition policy. Environmental performance has continued to improve along some 
dimensions, with greenhouse gas emissions falling since 2005, and energy security being 
strengthened.

SPECIAL FEATURES: MODERNISING STATE-LEVEL REGULATION AND POLICIES TO BOOST 
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Revenue Statistics in Asian and Pacific Economies 2020

Revenue Statistics in Asian and Pacific Economies is jointly produced by the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)’s Centre for Tax Policy and 
Administration (CTP) and the OECD Development Centre (DEV) with the co-operation of the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Pacific Island Tax Administrators Association (PITAA), 
and the Pacific Community (SPC) and the financial support from the governments of 
Ireland, Japan, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. This edition includes 
a special feature on the tax policy and administration responses to COVID-19 in Asian and 
Pacific Economies.

It compiles comparable tax revenue statistics for Australia, Bhutan, People’s Republic 
of China, Cook Islands, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Nauru, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, 
Thailand, Tokelau and Vanuatu ; and comparable non-tax revenue statistics for Bhutan, the 
Cook Islands, Fiji, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Nauru, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Thailand, Tokelau and Vanuatu. The model is the OECD Revenue Statistics database which 
is a fundamental reference, backed by a well-established methodology, for OECD member 
countries. Extending the OECD methodology to Asian and Pacific economies enables 
comparisons about tax levels and tax structures on a consistent basis, both among Asian 
and Pacific economies and with OECD, Latin American and Caribbean and African averages.
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This is the fifth edition of Tax Policy Reforms: OECD and Selected Partner Economies, an 
annual publication that provides comparative information on tax reforms across countries 
and tracks tax policy developments over time. The report covers the latest tax policy 
reforms in all OECD countries, as well as in Argentina, China, Indonesia and South Africa. In 
addition to providing an overview of the tax reforms adopted before the COVID-19 crisis, 
the report includes a Special Feature that takes stock of the tax and broader fiscal measures 
introduced by countries in response to the crisis from the beginning of the virus outbreak 
up to mid-June 2020.
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Making Dispute Resolution More Effective - MAP Peer Review 
Report

Andorra (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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The British Virgin Islands (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: 
Action 14
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The Cayman Islands (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 
14
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The Faroe Islands (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Morocco (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-339-en	 ISBN: 9789264746350 	 pages: 62 	 $30.00 
PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264722965	 Free

Tunisia (Stage 1) Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 14
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Under Action 14, countries have committed to implement a minimum standard to 
strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the mutual agreement procedure (MAP). The 
MAP is included in Article 25 of the OECD Model Tax Convention and commits countries to 
endeavour to resolve disputes related to the interpretation and application of tax treaties. 
The Action 14 Minimum Standard has been translated into specific terms of reference and a 
methodology for the peer review and monitoring process.

The peer review process is conducted in two stages. Stage 1 assesses countries against 
the terms of reference of the minimum standard according to an agreed schedule of review. 
Stage 2 focuses on monitoring the follow-up of any recommendations resulting from 
jurisdictions' Stage 1 peer review report. This report reflects the outcome of the Stage 1 
peer review of the implementation of the Action 14 Minimum Standard by each country.
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Taxation 
Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information 

for Tax Purposes: Peer Review Report on the Exchange of 
Information on Request
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PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264553750	 $30.00

Malta 2020 (Second Round)
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-372-en	 ISBN: 9789264329485 	 pages: 124 	 $44.00
PDF ver. ISBN : 9789264338685 	 $30.00

Papua New Guinea 2020 (Second Round)
Print ver. Code: ctp-2020-373-en	 ISBN: 9789264486560 	 pages: 116 	 $44.00
PDF ver. ISBN :  9789264873803	 $30.00
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This report contains the 2020 Peer Review Report on the Exchange of Information on 
Request of each country.
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Agriculture and Food

Industry and Services 

Strengthening Agricultural Resilience in the Face of Multiple 
Risks
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This report explores how countries can strengthen the resilience of their agricultural 
sectors to multiple risks. A shifting risk landscape in agriculture – due to increasing weather 
variability, natural hazards, pests and diseases, and market shocks – will require public and 
private actors to consider the risk landscape over the long term, place a greater emphasis 
on what can be done ex ante to reduce risk exposure and increase preparedness, and 
prioritise investments that build resilience capacities both on-farm and for the sector as a 
whole. This report offers a framework for applying resilience thinking to risk management 
in agriculture, and explores how four OECD countries – Australia, Canada, Italy and the 
Netherlands – are mainstreaming resilience into their agricultural risk management policy 
frameworks.

OECD Research and Development Expenditure in Industry 
2020 ANBERD

Print ver. 
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This 2020 edition of OECD Research and Development Expenditure in Industry provides 
statistical data on R&D expenditure broken down by industrial and service sectors. Data 
are presented in current and constant USD PPP values. Coverage is provided for 34 OECD 
countries and four non-member economies.

The coverage of ANBERD includes multiple sectors, with extended coverage of service 
sectors according to ISIC Revision 4 classification. This publication is a unique source of 
detailed internationally-comparable business R&D data, making it an invaluable tool for 
economic research and analysis.

STAN: OECD Structural Analysis Statistics 2020

Print ver. 
Code: pac-2019-30020-en
ISBN: 9789264815919 	
pages: 148 	 $36.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN : 9789264667969 
$21.00

STAN: OECD Structural Analysis Statistics 2020 provides analysts and researchers with a 
comprehensive tool for analysing industrial performance across countries. The publication 
includes following annual measures: production, value added (at current and constant 
prices), gross fixed capital formation, number engaged and labour compensation.

Coverage includes multiple sectors, with extended coverage of service sectors according 
to ISIC Revision 4 classification.

https://doi.org/10.1787/2250453e-en
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Development 

Changing Laws and Breaking Barriers for Women’s Economic 
Empowerment in Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia

Print ver. 
Code: grs-2020-114-en	
SBN: 9789264318274 	
pages: 264 	 $84.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN : 9789264803800  
$50.00

At a moment when many countries of the MENA region are looking to accelerate 
economic growth and build more stable, open societies, this report argues that greater 
women’s economic empowerment holds one of the keys. It asserts that despite challenges 
some countries are facing in guaranteeing women equal access to economic opportunity, 
progress is underway and can be further nurtured through targeted, inclusive and 
coordinated policy actions. Building on the conclusions of a first monitoring report released 
in 2017, the report analyses recent legislative, policy and institutional reforms in support 
of women’s economic empowerment in Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia and seeks to 
identify success factors that have helped anchor reform. Moreover, it delivers actionable 
examples and practical tools for policy makers to help them transform policies into effective 
actions for women’s economic empowerment.

Innovation for Water Infrastructure Development in the Mekong 
Region

Print ver. 
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ISBN: 9789264819047 	
pages: 132 	 $30.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN : 9789264902459 	
$18.00

Water-related infrastructure could contribute significantly to the development of the 
Mekong region. At the same time, poor water infrastructure could lead to development 
challenges for the countries in the region. Innovation for Water Infrastructure Development 
in the Mekong Region discusses the challenges facing the region as well as the possible 
innovative policy options, including those used in Emerging Asian countries, and with 
reference to the experiences of OECD member countries. It provides analysis and 
recommendations for the region’s policy makers to consider in their efforts to improve 
water infrastructure. The report first provides an overview of the socio-economic 
contributions and environmental challenges of the Mekong River. It then presents some 
potential new financing options for the development of water infrastructure, using digital 
tools such as Fintech and blockchain. It also examines the potential of using the spillover 
effect of tax revenues to attract private finance. It then goes on to discuss the importance 
of strengthening water infrastructure resilience against natural disasters, including the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, and finally analyses the challenges of water regulations in the 
Mekong region.

https://doi.org/10.1787/167498ea-en
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Production Transformation Policy Review of the Dominican 
Republic

Preserving Growth, Achieving Resilience

Print ver. 
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pages: 124 	 $48.00
PDF ver. 
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Free

The Dominican Republic, though the fastest-growing economy in Latin America and the 
Caribbean since 2010, cannot afford complacency. The COVID-19 crisis may accelerate 
existing global trends that created the need for reforms addressing structural weaknesses 
that lurked beneath the surface well before the pandemic. The current situation demands 
an unpreceded policy effort to ensure a prompt and effective health response, and to 
guarantee short-term support for workers and firms. The enduring challenge will be 
updating the country’s development model through targeted reforms. The Production 
Transformation Policy Review (PTPR) of the Dominican Republic identifies priority reforms 
to update the national strategy, with perspectives on agro-food and nearshoring. It 
benefitted from peer review from the United States Reshoring Institute and the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Brazil.
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